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 “Responding to Jesus’ Call” 

Mark 3:7-19 

March 16, 2014 
 

This morning as we continue in the gospel of Mark, Jesus is fresh off some confrontations with the Pharisees and there is 

mounting anger and hostility toward Him. 

 

Taking a quick look back, in Capernaum, Jesus forgave the paralytic’s sins, and the scribes and Pharisees had accused Him of 

blasphemy, a sin punishable by death. Next, He calls Levi to follow Him, one of those despised tax collectors, and on top of 

that, He even sits down at the table and fellowships and eats with those low-life dirtbags and the Pharisees are outraged.  

After that, Jesus and His disciples are not observing the ceremonial laws of fasting. Again, we see this is more than the 

Pharisees can handle. Finally, there is the confrontation over the proper observance of the Sabbath. Not only are Jesus and 

His disciples picking and eating the grain on the Sabbath, Jesus then takes the conflict to the next level as He heals the man 

with the shriveled hand on the Sabbath. The Pharisees are incensed! These are unforgivable breaches of the Sabbath law 

according to the Pharisees. They are so angered that they, along with the Herodians, begin to plot how they might kill Jesus.  

 

Which brings us to our passage today where we will see that: 
 

Responding to Jesus’ call brings us into sweet fellowship and total dependence on Christ 
 

Jesus knew that death awaited Him, but He also knew now was not the time, so He withdrew to the lake. 

 

Verse 7; “Jesus withdrew with His disciples to the lake, and a large crowd from Galilee followed.”     
Jesus is attracting a huge following. The word is getting out about this miracle worker. Galilee is heavily populated at this 

time and many of the locals have chosen to follow Jesus out of town to the lake.  

 

Then in verse 8 we are told, not only were the locals from Galilee there in full force, people were coming from Judea, 

including Jerusalem, the southern most region of Israel and from Idumea, which is the region south of Judea, and they also 

were coming from the regions across the Jordan River in Tyre and Sidon. This crowd is massive! – This may have been the 

largest crowd Jesus had seen to date. All with great needs – all demanding Jesus’ attention. 

  

Verse 9-10; “Because of the crowd He told His disciples to have a small boat ready for Him, to keep the people from 

crowding Him. For He had healed many, so that those with diseases were pushing forward to touch Him.”  

The word here for “crowd” is literally the word “crush.” These people are pressing in so hard. They are doing all they can, 

hoping to get close enough to touch Jesus that they may be healed. Physically, this is a very dangerous and precarious 

situation that’s taking place. And because of this, Jesus tells His disciples to have a boat ready in case He needs to get away 

to keep from getting crushed. Kind of like someone in our world today having a car available with the engine running in case 

a quick get away is needed.  

 

Even though there were a lot of people in the crowd seeking Jesus that day, the truth is the majority of the people weren’t 

really all that interested in getting to know Jesus. What they were really interested in was what He could give them or what 

they could receive from Him. As we said earlier, many of these people had great physical needs. And their main interest in 

Jesus came from a desire to be healed of their diseases and physical needs.  

 

But for Jesus, providing physical healing was only secondary to His primary purpose. Jesus’ primary motivation was to 

preach the gospel, proclaiming the Good News of God helping them see their need for a Savior. But the sad truth is, Jesus’ 

words had very little appeal for the majority of the people. You see, even though Jesus was attracting huge crowds, what the 

people wanted to see and experience were the miracles that would benefit them personally. This would be common 

throughout Jesus’ ministry.   

 

Look at John 6:26 after Jesus feeds the 5000 and is being pursued by the multitudes across the lake;  

“Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, you are looking for me, not because you saw miraculous signs but because you ate 

the loaves and had your fill.” 
Jesus says you want me because you got your bellies full, not because you’re hungering and thirsting for righteous and the 

truth. Jesus, as the healer and miracle worker, was very popular, but Jesus isn’t interested in popularity and success as the 

world defines success. 
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Jesus would not allow popularity and success to divert Him from His ministry of preaching of the truth of the Good News of 

the Gospel. Jesus is only concerned with the heart and not the numbers. But in the world’s eyes, Jesus was a hit, a huge 

success. And success brings out the crowds. 

  

How many of you were at the P-E-M girl’s game last Thursday night? I heard the Civic Center was rocking.  I want to say 

congratulations to Sara and the P-E-M girls on a great season!  But think back, if you were a part of this community three – 

four ago, how many people were driving out of town to watch the P-E-M girls play basketball? It was parents, grandparents 

and a hand full of others.  Does success still bring out the crowds in our society today? No question.  

 

After the service today, we are going to have a building update from our relay team. Our passage today really hits home for 

us as we seek God’s guidance in this building expansion. We aren’t looking to expand our facilities so we can have a huge 

attendance on Sunday mornings. The purpose for this building expansion is to impact God’s Kingdom all for His glory doing 

the work He’s called us to here in Plainview, MN. If it’s anything other than that, we should scrap the building plans right 

now. This building expansion isn’t about having big crowds on Sunday morning or having cool facilities and programs.  

Jesus wasn’t impressed by the large numbers back than any more than He is today. When we seek His will and walk in His 

ways, and if God brings larger numbers, great, but that is not what He’s all about and that is not what this building expansion 

is all about. What Jesus desires from us is a response of a surrendered heart and life to Him. That is why we need to stay 

grounded in the truth of God’s Word and stand firm on the foundation of Jesus Christ here at Trinity. Anything else would be 

like the people in our passage, seeking Jesus for the lesser things. 

 

Is that not what Jesus told Maratha as she was distracted with all the preparations that had to be made while Mary sat at the 

feet listening to Jesus? “Martha, Martha,” the Lord answered, “you are worried and upset about many things,
 
but one 

thing is needed. Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from her.” (Luke 10:41-42) 
 

I trust and pray that as a body we are all engaged in desperately seeking God during these 90 days of prayer seeking His 

guidance and wisdom with the building expansion, staff transition, and spiritual renewal and fruitfulness.  Are you resting at 

the feet of Jesus and choosing what is best? It’s at the feet of Jesus where we find the power of His presence.  It’s at the feet 

of Jesus where we find wisdom and guidance. “In His heart a man plans his course, but the LORD determines his steps.” 

Proverbs 16:9  
 

 Jesus continues to show His authority.  Look at verses 11-12;  

“Whenever the impure spirits saw him, they fell down before him and cried out, “You are the Son of God.” 
 
But he gave 

them strict orders not to tell others about him.” 
Once again, Mark draws our attention to the fact that these demons were trying to control Jesus and strip him of his power 

because they believed that calling a person by his true name grants mastery over that person. But Jesus didn’t allow them to 

continue in their useless chatter. Jesus rebukes them in a word and rendered them powerless. Again, “He gave them strict 

orders not to tell others about Him.” Jesus continues to silence the evil spirits for the same reason. He knows His time has 

not yet come. It’s ironic isn’t it, the demons knew that Jesus was the Son of God, but the many, the multitudes thought of 

Jesus only as a miracle worker who could meet their selfish desires.  

 

Finally, Jesus goes up the mountain to escape the crowds and calls His twelve disciples.  

Verses 13-15; “Jesus went up on a mountainside and called to Him those he wanted, and they came to Him. He appointed 

twelve – designating them apostles – that they might be with Him and that He might send them out to preach and to have 

authority to drive out demons.”  
According to the parallel account of this same event recorded in the Gospel of Luke 6:12;  

“One of those days Jesus went out to a mountainside to pray, and spent the night praying to God.” 

As Jesus escapes the crowd – His priorities here:  

First – Jesus recognizes His need to get away from the crowd to be alone with God.  

Secondly – He spends the night praying to God. 

Thirdly – Jesus called His twelve disciples. 

Interesting isn’t it - as Jesus calls His twelve disciples, He calls them with intended purpose. 

1) “that they might be with Him” 

2)  that He might send them out to preach”  

3)  that they would have authority to drive out demons.”  
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What we see here is; the purpose for Jesus calling the twelve was not solely to minister to them, but so they would also be set 

apart to minister to others. 

You see, Jesus is calling these 12 men to be more than just a part of an adoring crowd. That’s where the power is – not in the 

crowd, but in responding to His calling. Let’s take a deeper look at the three purposes of the disciples’ call:   

 

1
st
 – Disciples are called to be with Christ.   Verse 14a; “that they might be with Him” 

It all starts here. It all starts with being in His presence. The first thing we have to understand is that we are nothing and can 

do nothing without Christ. We are powerless to change ourselves much less the world if we are not with Him.  

We need to be connected to the Vine (John 15). Several things happened to the disciples by being with Jesus.  

They came to know Him not just know about Him. They entered into a relationship with Jesus that was both personal and 

transformational.  

 

The sad truth is today that most Christians know more about Jesus than know Him personally. Jesus desires for you and I to 

know Him through our personal experience and relationship with Him.  To know Him as friend.  To know Him as Savior and 

Lord.  The disciples came to follow Him and where Jesus went they went. They did not dictate the course, they simply 

followed where He led and went where He sent them. They understood that it was Jesus who calling the shots.  He was their 

Master.  Too many times we want God to conform to our image and ideas. We put God in our box. But as Christ disciples, 

we are the one called to conform to His image.  

Romans 12:2; “Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you 

will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.” 
 

2nd – Disciples are Called to Preach. 

Verse 14b; “that He might send them out to preach” 

Now, don’t let that word “preach” in verse 14 scare you. The word “preach” means to be a herald, to proclaim.  

We often misunderstand and even misuse the word, “preach”. For many of us, we think preaching is the act of doing what I 

am doing; delivering a message on Sunday mornings. And no question, this is a form of preaching, but it is far from the only 

one. You can respond to His invitation to speak His Word and share His truth and hope to a lost and dying world at work, at 

home, with friends, to extended family. St. Francis of Assisi once said “Preach always, if necessary use words.¨  There are 

three primary ways that we are called to preach or be proclaimers of the good news of Christ.  

 

The first way we preach is through our lifestyle – Who we are – How we live – How we talk & think    

Our lives should be a constant and consistent testimony to the Gospel of Christ. Others should notice something different 

about us as followers of Christ. Our life should be a reflection of honor and honor to Him! 

   

The second way we preach is through action. In other words, to be does of the Word, not hearers only. (James 1:22)  

It’s great to talk about missions, to talk about evangelism, to talk about helping people, but if we are not doing any more than 

talking, it’s like clicking on the “Like” button on facebook. – No effort or action needed, just a click.   

1 John 3:17; “If anyone has material possessions and sees a brother or sister in need but has no pity on them, how can 

the love of God be in that person? Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth.” 
 

The third way we preach is through our words in what we say. I put this one last because the truth is, what we say is 

meaningless if our lifestyle and our actions don’t back up the words. Our words only have power when we walk the talk!  

Jesus is calling the disciples to send them out to preach. They didn’t have to come up with their own message. All they had to 

do was announce His message.  

 

The same is true in our communication of the Gospel, the Good News of Jesus Christ. We don’t have to come up with our 

own message.  All you have to do is share what our Jesus is doing in your life.  And it doesn’t have to be with any great 

eloquence. When you and I have spent time with Jesus, God doesn’t need eloquence of speech to reach people. He just needs 

a voice, your voice and my voice, with a living, vital connection to Him. There is nothing more powerful than sharing with 

others how Jesus is moving and working in your life.  

 

3
rd

 – Disciples are called to receive Christ’s power. Vs. 15; “to have authority to drive out demons.”  

Before Jesus departure from His disciples, He told them this; 
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Luke 24:49; “You are witnesses of these things. I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city 

until you have been clothed with power from on high.” 

Acts 1:8; “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and 

in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 
 

Jesus’ disciples both then and now are empowered by the Holy Spirit dwelling within us as followers of Christ.  Empowered 

by the Holy Spirit for spiritual deliverance, transformation, healing, help, and hope. We are empowered to be His witnesses.  

For you see, as we spend time with Christ, we not only speak His Words, we exercise His power. 
 

Several years ago, on New Year’s Day, a beautiful float in the Tournament of Roses parade suddenly sputtered and quit. It 

was out of gas. The whole parade was held up until someone could get a can of gas. The funny thing was this float 

represented the Standard Oil Company. With all its vast oil resources, its truck pulling the float was out of gas. (Steve 

Blankenship, Edmond, Oklahoma, Leadership, Vol. 6, no. 1; www.PreachingToday.com)  
 

That truck describes a lot of Christians these days. They have vast resources in Christ, but more often than not they find 

themselves “operation on empty”; “out of gas.”  How about you? Do you find yourself “operating on empty?” Do you find 

yourself “out of gas?” Do you find yourself powerless to do what you know God wants you to do?  

Tap into the Source! – Draw on the strength and power of the Holy Spirit that indwells all disciples. If you are a follower of 

Christ – You are one His disciples.   
 

Jesus tells us in John 14:12; “I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in Me will do what I have been doing. He will do 

even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father.” 
Do you believe this truth? It came right from the mouth of Jesus! I don’t know about you, but that’s what I want for my life.  

I don’t want to be content just to be part of an adoring crowd. I want an intimate, personal relationship with Christ so that I 

might represent Him well in a world that so desperately needs Him.  I want “to be confident of this, the He who began a 

good work in me will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 1:6) And when that day comes, I 

want to hear Jesus speak these words to me; “Well done, good and faithful servant.” Matthew 25:21 
 

If that’s what you want as well, I urge you to respond to His call on your life. When you and I recognized our need for a 

Savior and came to faith in Christ, according to God’s Word, we don’t simply believe in Jesus, we believe into Jesus. 

Look at these truths in God’s Word.   

2 Corinthians 5:17; “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has gone; the new has come.” 

2 Corinthians 5:21; “God made Him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in Him we might become the righteousness 

of God.” 

Colossians 3:3; “For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God.” 
 

Faith moves us from outside Christ, from a state of separation from Christ, to union with Him. We embrace Him, and upon 

embracing Him, we move into Christ.  

Galatians 2:20; “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the 

body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” 
 

We are in Christ and Christ is in us. As followers of Christ, we are bonded together with a spiritual bond that will last all 

eternity, for we have been called by Jesus to be with Him.  
 

Jesus invited these twelve men into a personal relationship with Himself so that He might send them forth as His 

representatives sharing and proclaiming His Word and walking in His power to make a difference in this world all for His 

glory. And He called you and I to the same call:  

1) To be with Him – Personal, intimate relationship with Him 

2) To preach – the truth of the Good News of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to a lost and dying world  

3) To receive His power – the same power that raised Jesus from the grave.  

All we have to do is respond to His call. These twelve disciples left everything and chose what was best “to respond to Jesus’ 

call.”  When Jesus calls – We need only to choose what is best “to respond to Jesus’ call” as well.  After all, Jesus doesn’t 

call the equipped, He equips those He calls. 

  

I pray that for all of us here at Trinity, we will be more than just part of the adoring crowd. May we all respond to Jesus’ call 

and in doing so, impact His kingdom all for His glory here in Plainview, MN and to the ends of the earth. 
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For - Responding to Jesus’ call brings us into sweet fellowship and total dependence on Christ  
 

Amen. Amen!  

Let us pray.  


